A StUdy of Surrealism - Artist spotlight: Salvador Dali
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Salvador Dali was a famous artist from Spain who lived in the 20th century (1904-89). o G
As a child, Dali liked to draw and paint boats and houses and, when 17, he went to study at the
Q@) Academy of Fine Arts in Madrid, the capital of Spain. Dali was not a good student and often
got into trouble with his teachers. After leaving the academy, Dali experimented more with art o o

movement.

and became interested in Surrealism. He was inspired by the work of artists like René Magritte
and Joan Miré and eventually became one of the most important artists of the Surrealist

In 1931, Dali painted The Persistence of Memory (see left), which is still considered by many to
be the most famous painting by a Surrealist artist. His ability to shock and entertain made his
paintings particularly popular. Many artists have been inspired by Dali’'s work.

Dali was famous for creating strong emotions with his
artwork. In one painting, Autumnal Cannibalism, Dali
expressed his anger about the Spanish Civil War by
showing a male and female form who look like they are
eating each other’s flesh with a knife, fork and spoon.

o

Dali's most famous painting, The Persistence of Memory, looks like something
a person might see in a dream, rather than when they are awake — and as
such is typical of Surrealist artwork. Most people believe the painting shows
how the passing of time is irrelevant in the unconscious world.

Critics have often tried to explain the meaning behind the melting clocks. Dali
himself said that the watches were inspired by Camembert cheese melting in
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